
 

Seite 1 von 3 

PUBLIKATIONSLISTE 

Dr. med. Björn Hegner, MBA 
 

Publikationsverzeichnis  

Originalarbeiten (peer-reviewed) 
 

1. Hegner B, Callaghan J, Schindler R, Heidecke H, Riemekasten G, Philippe A, Catar R.  
Intensive receptor blockade and plasma exchange to treat refractory scleroderma renal crisis in 
patients with agonistic autoantibodies targeting the angiotensin II type 1 and endothelin-1 type A 
receptors. J Scleroderma Relat Disord. 2024; 9(1):NP1-NP6. 

2. Hegner B, Kretzschmar T, Zhu N, Kleinau G, Zhao H, Kamhieh-Milz J, Hilger J, Schindler R, 
Scheerer P, Riemekasten G, Philippe A, Catar R. Autoimmune activation and hypersensitization of 
the AT1 and ETA receptors contributes to vascular injury in scleroderma renal crisis. 
Rheumatology (Oxford). 2023; 62(6):2284-2293. 

3. Hoff U, Markmann D, Thurn-Valassina D, Nieminen-Kelhä M, Erlangga Z, Schmitz J, Bräsen JH, 
Budde K, Melk A, Hegner B. The mTOR inhibitor Rapamycin protects from premature cellular 
senescence early after experimental kidney transplantation. PLoS ONE 2022; 17(4):e0266319. 

4. Catar R, Herse-Naether M, Zhu N, Wagner P, Wischnewski O, Kusch A, Kamhieh-Milz J, 
Eisenreich A, Rauch U, Hegner B, Heidecke H, Kill A, Riemekasten G, Kleinau G, Scheerer P, 
Dragun D, Philippe A. Autoantibodies Targeting AT1- and ETA-Receptors Link Endothelial 
Proliferation and Coagulation via Ets-1 Transcription Factor. Int J Mol Sci. 2021; 23(1):244. 

5. Hoff U, Markmann D, Nieminen-Kelhä M, Budde K, Hegner B. Low-dose rapamycin does not 
impair vascular integrity and tubular regeneration after kidney transplantation in rats. Sci Rep 
2021; 11(1):16270. 

6. Kleybolte K, Storek B, Hegner B. SARS-CoV-2-induced SIADH: a novel cause for hyponatremia. 
Z Gerontol Geriatr 2021; 54(3):301-304. 

7. Schaub T, Janke D, Zickler D, Lange C, Girndt M, Schindler R, Dragun D, Hegner B. High cut-off 
dialysis mitigates pro-calcific effects of plasma on vascular progenitor cells. Sci Rep 2021; 
11(1):1144. 

8. Schaub T, Gürgen D, Maus D, Lange C, Dragun D, Hegner B. mTORC1 and mTORC2 
differentially regulate cell fate programs to coordinate osteoblastic differentiation in vascular 
progenitor cells. Sci Rep 2019; 9(1):20071. 

9. Hegner B, Schaub T, Janke D, Zickler D, Lange C, Girndt M, Jankowski J, Schindler R, Dragun D. 
Targeting proinflammatory cytokines ameliorates calcifying phenotype conversion of vascular 
progenitors under uremic conditions in vitro. Sci Rep 2018; 8(1):12087. 

10. Hegner B, Schaub T, Catar R, Kusch A, Wagner P, Essin K, Lange C, Riemekasten G, Dragun D. 
Intrinsic deregulation of vascular smooth muscle and myofibroblast differentiation in mesenchymal 
stromal cells from patients with systemic sclerosis. PLoS ONE 2016;11:e0153101. 

11. Kusch A, Schmidt M, Gürgen D, Postpieszala D, Catar R, Hegner B, Davidson MM, 
Mahmoodzadeh S, Dragun D. 17β-Estradiol regulates mTORC2 sensitivity to rapamycin in 
adaptive cardiac remodeling. PLoS ONE 2015;10:e0123385. 

12. Giral M, Foucher Y, Dufay A, Van Huyen JP, Renaudin K, Moreau A, Philippe A, Hegner B, 
Dechend R, Heidecke H, Brouard S, Cesbron A, Castagnet S, Devys A, Soulillou JP, Dragun D. 
Pretransplant sensitization against angiotensin II type 1 receptor is a risk factor for acute rejection 
and graft loss. Am J Transplant 2013;13:2567-76. 

13. Gürgen D, Kusch A, Klewitz R, Hoff U, Catar R, Hegner B, Kintscher U, Luft FC, Dragun D. Sex-
specific mTOR signaling determines sexual dimorphism in myocardial adaptation in normotensive 
DOCA-salt model. Hypertension 2013;6:730-6. 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23919486
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23919486


 

Seite 2 von 3 

PUBLIKATIONSLISTE 

14. Gürgen D*, Hegner B*, Kusch A, Catar R, Chaykovska L, Hoff U, Gross V, Slowinski T, da Costa 
Goncalves AC, Kintscher U, Gustafsson JA, Luft FC, Dragun D. Estrogen receptor-beta signals 
left ventricular hypertrophy sex differences in normotensive deoxycorticosterone acetate-salt mice. 
Hypertension 2011;57:648-54. 

15. Riemekasten G, Philippe A, Näther M, Slowinski T, Müller DN, Heidecke H, Matucci-Cerinic M, 
Czirják L, Lukitsch I, Becker M, Kill A, van Laar JM, Catar R, Luft FC, Burmester GR, Hegner B, 
Dragun D. Involvement of functional autoantibodies against vascular receptors in systemic 
sclerosis. Ann Rheum Dis 2011;70:530-6. 

16. Fuller TF, Hoff U, Kong L, Naether M, Wagner P, Nieminen-Kelhä M, Nolting J, Luft FC, Hegner 
B, Dragun D. Cytoprotective actions of FTY720 modulate severe preservation reperfusion injury in 
rat renal transplants. Transplantation 2010;89:402-8. 

17. Hegner B, Lange M, Kusch A, Essin K, Sezer O, Schulze-Lohoff E, Luft FC, Gollasch M, Dragun 
D. mTOR regulates vascular smooth muscle cell differentiation from human bone marrow-derived 
mesenchymal progenitors. Arterioscl Throm Vas Biol 2009;29:232-8. 

18. Karatas A, Hegner B, de Windt LJ, Luft FC, Schubert C, Gross V, Akashi YJ, Gürgen D, Kintscher 
U, da Costa Goncalves AC, Regitz-Zagrosek V, Dragun D. Deoxycorticosterone acetate-salt mice 
exhibit blood pressure-independent sexual dimorphism. Hypertension 2008;51:1177-1183. 

19. Hegner B, Weber M, Dragun D, Schulze-Lohoff E. Differential regulation of smooth muscle 
markers in human bone marrow-derived mesenchymal stem cells. J Hypertens 2005;23:1191-202. 

20. Hegner B, Krakamp B, Hedde JP, Brockmann M, Weber M, Schulze-Lohoff E. Positron emission 
tomography reveals a leiomyosarcoma causing proteinuria. Clin Nephrol 2003; 60: 139-42. 

 

Editorials und Reviews 
 

1. Schaub T, Hegner B. Rainbow crystals. Cover picture. EMBO J 2014;33. 

2. Hegner B, Schaub T, Dragun D. Tripple agent TGF-beta. J Leukocyte Biol 2013;93:459-62. 

3. Dragun D, Hegner B. Detection of C4d-fixing HLA antibodies in serum – a glass half full and half 
empty. Transpl Int 2013;26:119-20. 

4. Dragun D, Hoff U, Hegner B. Expect the unexpected in cell therapy of renal ischemia. Nephrol Dial 
Transpl 2012;27:3683-5. 

5. Dragun D, Hegner B. Limitations of targeting rate-limiting step of renin-angiotensin-aldosterone 
system in experimental chronic allograft nephropathy. Transplantation 2011;92:975-6. 

6. Dragun D, Hegner B. Non-HLA antibodies post-transplantation: clinical relevance and treatment in 
solid organ transplantation. Contrib Nephrol 2009;162:129-39. 

7. Dragun D, Philippe A, Catar R, Hegner B. Autoimmune mediated G-protein receptor activation in 
cardiovascular and renal pathologies. Thromb Haemostasis 2009;101:643-8. 

 

  



 

Seite 3 von 3 

PUBLIKATIONSLISTE 

Buchbeiträge 
 

1. Dragun D, Hegner B. (2015) Kapitel: Acute kidney injury in pregnancy in “Oxford Textbook of Clinical 
Nephrology”, 4. Auflage, Herausgeber: A. M. Davison, Oxford University Press 

2. Dragun D, Hegner B. (2008) Kapitel: Antikörper vermittelte Allograftabstoßung - Humorale Rejektion 
in „Neue Medikamente in der Transplantationsmedizin", 2. Auflage, Herausgeber: H.-H. Neumayer, 
K. Budde, J. Waiser, UNI-MED Verlag AG Bremen 

3. Dragun D, Hegner B. (2006) Kapitel: FTY protection against ischemia-reperfusion damage in 
"FTY720 - Mechanism of Action of a Novel Immune Modulator: Potential Application for Autoimmune 
Diseases", 1. Auflage, Herausgeber: T. Böhler, UNI-MED Verlag AG Bremen 

 

Aktuelle Kongressbeiträge (insgesamt über 50 Abstracts) 
 

1. Hegner B, Kersten N, Elkeles T, Janetzke H. Gibt es ein universelles Prädiktionsmodell für die 
Entlassung nach Hause nach geriatrischer frührehabilitativer Komplexbehandlung? Deutsche 
Gesellschaft für Geriatrie und Gerontologie, online, 2021 

 


